i Let the People Answer.

|

| these words appear in print A. D.
| Hool, sheriff of Fairfield
i elected by the white people and sworn
solemnly to uphold the laws which

i You, the people of ESouth _Carolina]'
r

formance of his duty, c_lead in the
keeping of the oath which you caused
him to take. e ¥

I
|
| made, will lie dead—dead in the pe
|
|
i
|
1

By showing the white feathei‘ and
| perjuring his soul he could have saved
ihis life. e i : . .
! Defending the laws of the peoplel
“of South Carolina, your laws, he dles.
i As your representative, 'holding in his
'hands the honor of the State entrust'ed
!to him by you, with no thought for
I himgelf, he pours out his life, o
What are YOU golng to do about it?
A brave deputy sher!'ffl, Boulware,

In all human probab[;itj— hs; the time

County, ipe negro, but of the law which the

en, one who ﬂred‘.l_xp‘blh the
eriff and his posse and desired the
eath of the negro, is dead or (;yipg,
hot by the otﬁcérsfiri defense, not of
(peop[e have made. They had no in-
terest, in the miserable negro, to them
the prisoner was a.'mgzre thing-—the |.
}th which thé:,'r had sworn to 'pro- {
They kept their oaths. J |

What is the profit to the citizen—

or to his surviving assoclates, in the
deadly assault upon the law? X i
The trial was about to begin. The
life of the negro was surely forfeit
unless his guilt was in grave doubt.

You, the people, have made escape

from the death penal_ty very, very
nard for those accused of the crime
against woman. Even the attempt is i
now puni-sha.ble with death and the
crime is one, of all others, most diffi-
cult  fto disprove. The -negro could |

for doing his dl’lt}’—&“‘dﬁty that you
Ihy your laws gave him fo do and
which he could not have shirked
without proving himself a liar and a
coward—Ilies grievously and perha.p‘s
mortally woundeéd. He has kept his
oath and been faithful to his trust.
Like Hood and Boulware, two of’
three other officers, entrusted with
the uphc'ling of the laws that you
and your fathers have made, lie in

hospitals suffering from wounds.
Quietly and simply doing their duty,
holding no grudge or grievance against

| any man, intent solely on carrying out
i

|not suffer a severer punishment than
pdeath; that is all that he has suffered.
' To have refrained’ from shooting the
: heriff would hs.vé'béen but to wait

or the prisoner to be killed in the!
electric chair. The negro has‘ per-
haps escaped what would have been
a more p‘)ainful end.

The facts of the tragedy aré clear.
: Only
one negro was killed and he was an

There was no “race conflict.”

unarmed prisoner. White officers were

fired upon by a mob of white men.

i'.T'he shoeting was at- the court house |

(rheir sacred obligations to the State,

L eansritntad the

door in daylight and a number of men [
1
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lee and perjury. As gallantly and un-

selfishly as ever their fathers on the



* showing the white feather and
“iuring his soul he could have sa.ved
= life,
""fond!ng the la.we ot the peopl+
" Qnuth Carollna., your Iews, he dies,
* vour representative, holding io;hi

an

~ds the honor of the Stdte entr;uste:“i .»"m
him by you, .with no thought for

m-aeli.' he pours out his li'}e.

“hat are YOU‘ going’ to do a.bout'it'? TR
A brave deputy sheriff Bou]ware,»
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or to his surviving associates, in the
deadly assault upon the law?

. The trial wa.s about to begln The

]ife ,of the negro was surely forfeit
unle‘é ms guilt wa,s .ln grave doubt.
AYou the” people. have made esca.pe

'cused of the orime
Ev_{en the a.ttempﬁ is

© dolng. his duty—e. duty tha.t you

rour laws gave him’ T.of do and
“*h he ¢ould not have shh'ked
“hout proving himself a Iia.r a.nd 8
ward—Ilies grlevously .and perhaps
~etally wounded. He has kept his
“ and beén faithful to his trust. .

“ike Hood a.nd Boulware twd o‘i'“‘
~ec other oﬁicers, entrusted wlth -

* uphst ' ling of the, la.we tha.t yoh
U vour fathers ha.ve made, Ile ln
nitals suffering fron'l wounds. i
“rietly and slmplv dolng fhelr duty,
'ing no grudge or grlevence aga.inst
man, intent solely on ca,rrylng out
* sacred obligations to tho étate
“n people, to YOU, they were ﬂred
n and wounded s.nd kmed
»eh they had been outla.ws., lnvad-
ind enemies of thetr country a.nd
public peage.,. .
negro prisonex‘ cha.rged with the
t bestial and heinous ot crimes,
‘he steps of your:. cOurt . house
*h he wasg" about to enter to be
1 by & whits fury. .and "’whxte
re, but before he was tried ‘or
~ed guilty of cnme. ha.s been ﬂred
1 and kmed.‘ He never» cé,n be
WED guilty under ‘the laws 'whlch
white people of South Carollna
made. Gullty he md.y_,ha.ve been |
probably was, but to"kill him
‘»d was t¢ send him to meet his
~r with a human presumptlon ot

B

death‘ thé‘t is e.ll that he has sufrered
'ro have refrained ‘trom shootlng the,
herifl wbuld have been but to wait:
For the ‘prisoner to bé, killed ‘in the'
‘ele tric chaJr. 'l'he negro has per-

fhap' esc ped wha.t would ha.ve ‘been

The facts ot the tragedy are clea.r
There wa.e no "re.ce eonﬂict." On]y
one negro Wa,e kmed and he wa.e an
unermed prisoner. "White officers were
ﬂrea upon by a mob of white men.
'I’he shooting was at the’ court house
door ih daylight and a numbér ot men
constltuted the mob.. Of courde. some
ot them a.re known. In belng armed
with eohcee.led weapons they ce.me to
th6 tovbh as lawbreakers. The cir-
,cult court is in session and’ the sra.nd
jury of Fe.lrﬂeld county has not been

=

1,
i

people uphoxé tne mos or me law.

; The e,ssembled mob waited tor the
la.v?‘I oﬁicer&" anll fired upon’ them and
S fai‘ihbnehr Sherlft Hood and hie

delega.ted to them the duty o entorclng

'i‘he sole question is whether the |

it. 'I'heir e alternative was oowa.rd-

~nce In his favor, . >
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166, and perjury.; As gallantly and un-
selﬁshly as’ ever thelr fathers on the.
| field ot battlé and with as fine and
pure loyalty to honor a.nd pa.tr:ottsm
they did thelr duty a.nd probably. one
or two of them. ha.ve la.id down theif
lived., If the people fail to arrest and
punish members of the mob tha.t made-
the infa.mous attack "wi‘thout warning,
'upoﬂ them. “the people ‘become in et-
feot approvers qr m If the sherm
a.nd the shériff’e dey tles are not safe ‘
'from murder as they:enter the-.com‘t
house A, the pe r'ina.nce of their
dutles, who n Fa.irﬂeid countyg‘is sa.té
fror murder?’ In’ Hillsvllle. }'irgmla..(
despéradoes rnurdered ‘the juége and;’
_‘oﬂiéers_‘ot th’e oourta, Vtrgihia. pun~“‘
ishe" the thurderers ‘wo of them with,
| de&th. South Qa nia.ng face! the
questlon, Let them answer it.
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